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The Matinee Idol 


A fine piece of natural comedy full of genuine 
fun, and the kind of scenes which compel laugh- 
ter, satirizes the attraction the ordinary theatri- 
cal hero possesses for his too impressionable fe- 
male audienves who under the name of ‘‘matinee 
girls’’ have provided material for comie news- 
papers since time and theaters were known, 

A wood looking and well dressed young actor 
emerges from the stage door of the theater after 
his performance is over and there finds awaiting 
him a bevy of pretty girls who have been part of 
his afternoon audience and are anxious to make 
his personal acquaintance and show him how sin- 
cerely they admire his many graces of mind and 
manner. They surround him with every expres. 
sion of admiration and almost affee ion, but 


strange to say, he seems more embarrassed thar 
pleased at his altogether unexpected reception, 


and more than anxious to make his escape and 
relieve himself from the too enthusiastic atten+ 
tions of his lady admirers, so bowing to one, 
shaking hands with another and pushing others 
aside, he breaks away from the buneh and thinks 
that he has eluded the girls, at any rate until 
another matinee gives them a second chance at 
him. 

But it seems that our Matinee Idol has under. 
ated his own attractions, or at any rate the per- 
sistency of the young women whoare determined 
to enjoy more of his society, now that they have 
aught him; and while he considers that having 
gained the sidewalk and walking off rapidly, he 
is now safe they are determined to convince him 
to the contrary and all start off after the unfor- 
tunate actor helter skelter, each bound to be the 
first one to catch up with him, A very funny 


chase takes place, but the girls have more speed 
or perhaps less dignity and overtake and sur- 
round their Idol again before he has really had 
time to make a fair start. A nearby park gate 
seems to afford a refuge and through it he bolts 
with the girls behind him, short and tall, old and 
young, pretty and plain, wise and otherwise, and 
through the wooded scenes and pretty by-paths, 
the pursuers and ptirsued are seen in a genuine 
old-fashioned chase which will produce shouts of 
laughter in any audience. 

A waiting automobile seems to offer the hunted 
actor a chance of eseape and he jumps in and 
persuades the driver to make a flying start; not 
quite in time, however, a few of the foremost 
maidens are in time to sieze the flying machine 
and pile in, while others pursue on foot, and one 
more enterprising than the others appropriates 
anearby bieyele and follows ‘‘awheel.’ Mean- 
while the girls in the auto are having a good 
time, the matinee favorite being entirely at their 
mercy, and they carress him go openly that they 
calldown the wrath of a Park Policeman who 
orders them to stop the auto. This is not com- 
plied with and the Policeman and his companions 
give chase in another machine, and a most ex- 
citing chase it proves to be. Finally the auto 
whieh contains the actor and his friends gives 
out and it looks as they would be captured at 
onee, Leaving the auto they all ‘take to the 
timber’? with the Police close after them, but a 
short time is all that is necessary to end the 
chase. The poor Matinee Idol catches his foot 
and falls down “all in.’’ The Police come up and 
capture him and he is arrested and led away to 
explain his conduct, and thus pays the penalty 
for his too great popularity. 
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Every Nickelodeon, every Five Cent 
Theater Should be Equipped 
with a Polyscope 


No Projecting Machine made gives 
a clearer, steadier or better pieture 


None are so durable or cost so little 
for repairs 
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, Runs all standard films economically ‘ 
; and without tearing or serate hing. @ 
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That’s why they Wear Better 


That's why they Cost l ess for repairs 
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